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Letter From The Director

Welcome to our first fully digital Newsletter! It has been a while since we
have had a newsletter at all, so we decided to bring it back in what we hope
to be a better format. It has been a challenging few years for us since our
last newsletter. Between the pandemic and our office going through a
flood, we've faced a lot of obstacles in the work we are doing. Despite that,
we've renewed our commitment to the community and our mission of
changing lives through literacy.

We've been able to adapt since the pandemic. Most of our admin work is
now being done remotely, which has allowed us much more time out in the
community. This has allowed for the expansion of the Our Community
Reads program and our Adult program, where we have been able to
connect with more schools, become more involved in the ones we are
already in, as well as solidifying new programs to help the growth of our
tutor and learner base. We have also started new programs including Peer
Tutoring, Digital Literacy, and Early Childhood Literacy for kids younger
than 5 years old.

The pandemic has brought about a rough couple of years, but we have been
able to spend time reflecting, and adapting our programs to come out of it
better than we went in. We are hopeful in what we are planning to do
moving forward, and to continue working toward our mission.

-Chris Edgar
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Happy 200th Blrthday, Wayne County'

Wayne County was established on April 11th, 1823 from Seneca County and Ontario
County, meaning that we have just passed it's bicentennial! It is being celebrated in several
different ways. Already passed, there was a Founders Day Celebration on April 11th, and a
Bicentennial Gala on May 13th. Ongoing, there is a Bicentennial Geocache Passport that can
be submitted until November 1st to be entered to win a prize, where there are up to 30
caches to be found around Wayne County. And upcoming, there is a 200-Miles of History
Torch Relay, which will begin and end at the Wayne County Fair in Palmyra, where there
will also be a Bicentennial Family Fun Day on August 19th from 10 AM-3 PM, which will
include lots of Wayne County History activities, displays, music, and reenactments. There is
also a Music Heritage series that has two more planned dates, on August 15th at the Wayne
County Fair, and on October 14th, location TBD. There are many ways to celebrate the
200th anniversary of the founding of Wayne County. More information about these events,
keepsakes, and the Bicentennial can be found at https://web.co.wayne.ny.us/246/Wayne-
County-Bicentennial.
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Our Community Reads Program
has Finished Until the Fall

Our Community Reads has just finished up the 2022/23 school year, during
which, the program had expanded to Lincoln Elementary School in Newark, and
started a Middle School Book Club in North Rose Wolcott. We are already
excited for and looking forward to the 2023/24 school year.
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Meet Our New Staff

Program Officer: Seth Nesbitt

Hi! I'm Seth, and I started with Literacy Volunteers
of Wayne County as a Program Officer in January!
Before starting here, I graduated from SUNY
Oswego with a Bachelor's in Creative Writing in

| 2022, and I graduated from Lyons High School in
& 2019.1 grew up right here in Lyons and have
enjoyed coming back and working in my

community. I am working with our adult program,
doing intakes and administering TABE and BEST Plus tests, and I am also working
with the Our Community Reads program, along with working on outreach,
including our website, social media, and even this newsletter!

Program Assistant:

Samantha Gardner

My name is Samantha Gardner, and I am the newest
Program Assistant with Literacy Volunteers of
Wayne County. I am a mother of two children who
attend school in our amazing community. I attended
school in Perry, NY and continued my education at
Genesee Community College. I stayed home with

my children for 10 years and jumped into a position
at their school in the kitchen, later moving into the Parent Liaison role. I started with
Literacy Volunteers of Wayne County because I love the wonderful opportunities
the agency provides for the people of our community. As a Program Assistant, [ am
hopeful to help develop a new program to serve the families and children here in
Wayne County, as well as support the wonderful programs our agency already
provides.
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Wayne County Rotary Spelling-Bee Bee-Cathalon!

In April, we had our 24th annual event hosted by the Wayne County Rotary in support of Literacy
Volunteers of Wayne County. Previously the Spelling Bee, this year, was a Bee-Cathalon where
participants completed several challenges related to Adult Education, Literacy Volunteers, and the
community of Wayne County, and came together to participate in a word scramble as the final
challenge. Our Literacy Volunteers of Wayne County Staff team, Family Fun Literacy, sponsored by
Newark Family Dental, won at this year's Wayne County Rotary Bee-Cathalon.
We would like to thank all of the sponsors and donors for this event:
Corporate Sponsors

® Marshall Farms Group

e Co-sponsors: Reliant Credit Union and R.E. Ginna Nuclear Power Plant
Team Sponsors

e Wolcott Word Whisperers sponsored by Wolcott Rotary

e Bee-utiful Board sponsored by Literacy Volunteers of Wayne County Board

e Family Fun Literacy sponsored by Newark Family Dental

e Newark Rotary sponsored by Newark Rotary Club

¢ Country Bumpkins sponsored by Wolcott Rotary

e Razorfish Reciters sponsored by The Arc Wayne

Other Donors
PEAKE, in Wayne County — Bill Gray’s — Wegmans — Community Bank — Long Acre Farms — Ontario Chamber of Commerce — The Arc Wayne
— Crosspark Family Restaurant — Chill & Grill — Emerson Klees — Walmart — PDG Norma and Gary Reilly — Jan Hense — Red Creek-Fair Haven
Rotary Club — J.D. Chapman Agency Inc. — Dobbins Drugs — Phelps Veterinary Hospital - JEMSTAR Construction — Richard Chase, Atty &
Counselor at Law — Silverleaf Family Financial Group — Hallagan Manufacturing — Spinco Metal Products Inc. — Ontario-Walworth Rotary Club —
Pete’s Plentiful Produce — South Main Emporium — Palmyra-Macedon Rotary — Bill and Pam Dean

Thank you to all of our one-line sponsors as well!
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Volunteers Needed!

Community Readers Needed

Our community readers read to classrooms all around Wayne County. This position requires

weekly availability in order to provide consistency to the students and allow the reader to
build relationships with their classrooms.
The following schedule is the days of the week we are reading in each school:

Williamson NEW:I‘k y
and al Lyons ayne Sodus
Red Creek North Rose 4 Central
edLree Wolcott
Tutors Needed

Our tutors work on the front lines of what we do. They use their skills to teach our learners
what they need in order for them to learn English, get their GED, or help them to make
educational or career advancements.

Tutoring is a great way to give back to your community and help those in need get access to
the education that they need. It is also a great way to develop professional skills for yourself.
We are always in need of more tutors.

If you are interested in becoming a tutor, there are many ways to get started with us:
You can find more information and fill out an interest form on our website at
https://lvwayne.org/volunteer/become-a-tutor/

We also have tutor opportunities posted on Volunteer Match and Volunteer United.

If you'd like to volunteer with us in any way, or learn more about us, join us for our
Volunteer Orientations.

The next one will be in October Sth on Zoom.

Contact Heidi (heidi.barnes @lvwayne.org) for more information on it or to sign up.

United
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VolunteerMatch Community Partner
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Crossword

Kids Stories and Movies

1

Across
3. A clownfish gets lost at sea
and his dad tries to find him
8. A princess kisses an animal
to break a spell, and becomes
one herself.
11. A super family saves
people's life fighting almost
everyday
12. A little spider saves a pigs's
life by writing messages with it
14. A princess was found by
the prince because of her shoe.
15. A duck thought it was ugly
until it grew up.

13

14

15
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Down
1. A little elephant can fly with its
big ears.
2. A little lion learns to be king of
the jungle after his dad dies
4. A black and white cat with a red
and white stripped hat
5. A lion, zebra, giraffe, and hippo
get lost try to find their way back
home
6. A woman talks to animals and
lived with seven dwarfs
7. A mermaid wants to be up
where they walk and gets her
voice stolen.
9. A grumpy green giant doesn't
enjoy Christmas.
10. A girl goes into war as a boy
to save her dad's life.
13. A little penguin likes to dance.
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Closing

Our Mission
To change lives through literacy by
providing opportunities for adults to learn,
helping children succeed in school, and

Board President
John Robbins

Executive Director

promoting reading and book ownership. Chris Edgar
Follow us on Facebook! United 4=
We are planning to put more Q) way é

effort into outreach. Follow us on
Facebook for updates! Check out
facebook.com/lvwayne

VolunteerMatch Community Partner

All of our available volunteer opportunities
can be found at
www.volunteermatch.org/search/org5018.jsp
and

https://unitedwayrocflx.galaxydigital.com/agency/det
ail/?agency_id=113014

"Once you learn to read,
you will be forever free."

FREDERICK DOUGLASS

A special thank you to our Literacy Friend Sponsors:

Canal Town Family Dental

Lyons National Bank

Mecate Mexican Restaurant

Other supporters can be found on our website at lvwayne.org/supporters
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Across
3. A clownfish gets lost at sea
and his dad tries to find him
8. A princess kisses an animal
to break a spell, and becomes
one herself.
11. A super family saves
people's life fighting almost
everyday
12. A little spider saves a pigs's
life by writing messages with it
14. A princess was found by
the prince because of her shoe.
15. A duck thought it was ugly
until it grew up.

Crossword Answers
Kids Stories and Movies

Down
1. A little elephant can fly with its
big ears.
2. A little lion learns to be king of
the jungle after his dad dies
4. Writer of a black and white cat
with a red and white stripped hat
5. A lion, zebra, giraffe, and hippo
get lost try to find their way back
home
6. A woman talks to animals and
lived with seven dwarfs
7. A mermaid wants to be up
where they walk and gets her
voice stolen.
9. A grumpy green giant doesn't
enjoy Christmas.
10. A girl goes into war as a boy
to save her dad's life.
13. A little penguin likes to dance.
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