
Changing Lives Through Literacy
We do this by:

Providing opportunities for adults to learn.
Helping children succeed in school.
Promoting reading in the community.
Our goal is long-term. 
We serve multiple generations to help stop the cycle
of illiteracy.
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Message from Executive Director Heidi Schwittek Barnes 
A Fresh Start for a New Year

January is a season of renewal and fresh beginnings—and at Literacy Volunteers of
Wayne/Seneca, we’re embracing that same spirit! 2025 was a year of exciting growth for us,
with expansions to our Infant & Toddler Book Club, Adult Tutoring now serving Seneca
County, and the launch of our brand-new daycare initiative, The First Pages, presented by
Our Community Reads.

As we step into 2026, we’re brimming with opportunities for you to make a difference—
whether your New Year’s goals include meeting new people, volunteering your time, or
giving back to your community in a meaningful way.

Visit our website to explore both paid and volunteer opportunities across the Finger Lakes
Region. We’d love to help you find your place in our mission for literacy and lifelong learning.
May this new year bring you inspiration, connection, and fulfillment.

First Pages and the Infant and Toddler Book Club support children ages 0–5 by expanding

access to high-quality, play-based early literacy experiences. First Pages brings books,

songs, and developmentally appropriate activities into licensed and unlicensed in-home

daycare settings, strengthening language development and kindergarten readiness where

children spend much of their day. The Infant and Toddler Book Club offers interactive

storytelling, sensory play, music, and motor activities in public spaces, while teaching

caregivers strategies to support learning at home. Together, these programs build early

skills and lay a strong foundation for long-term academic success.

New Program - First Pages, & Infant Toddler  Book Club



Our Community Reads is in full swing in our 8 Wayne County Schools. Trained Readers are

making weekly rounds in schools and our Family Fun Literacy Nights have recently

celebrated record attendance! Wayne Primary had 126 attendees and Lyons Elementary

had 125 participants for our much anticipated Literacy and Legos Night. Children with their

families are encouraged pick out a new book that they can read together. Each of

participating schools will offer additional Family Fun Literacy Nights throughout the school

year, so be sure to check your school calendars!

Our Community Reads

Adult Programs Update
We currently have 7 volunteer tutors working with learners in English language,

Reading, Writing, Math, Science and Social Studies.

5 learners are actively working to obtain their GED. 5 learners have been working

to improve their English language skills.

4 learners have already shown a measurable gain in English language, and math.

Lego Literacy Night in Lyons
On November 19th, Our Community Reads hosted a record-breaking Family Fun Literacy

Night in Lyons, welcoming more than 120 students and family members. The LEGO-

themed event brought the community together for a night of creativity, learning, and fun.

Thanks to a generous LEGO donation, participants built their own creations, illustrated and

shared stories about them, and took their projects home.

Mr. Poole and Mr. Nesbitt engaged the audience with stories centered on building,

imagination, and science, inspiring literacy through play. This event marked the highest

attendance in Lyons program history. We’re grateful to Lyons Elementary School and the

Lyons PTA and excited by continued strong turnout following another 100+ attendee event

at Wayne Central Primary School.


